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INTRODUCTION 

The  publication  of  the  Montana  School  Bulletin  has  been 
commenced  with  the  thought  of  providing  a  medium  that 
can  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  teacher,  every  school 
official  and  even  every  patron  of  the  public  schools  of  Mon- 
tana. The  plan  is  not  to  take  the  place  of  the  Educator  or 
any  other  educational  journal,  but  to  supplement  it  by  call- 
ing attention  to  the  things  that  are  of  interest  to  all  edu- 
cational workers  in  Montana,  and  by  emphasizing  those  points 
that  will  tend  to  give  an  educational  soHdarity  to  the  work 
of  the  forty-one  different  counties  of  the  state.  The  topics 
that  are  treated  in  this  issue  include  Home  Credit  Work, 
Parent  Teacher  Organizations,  Standardization  of  Rural 
Schools,  Country  Life  Sunday,  The  Montana  State  Fair, 
County  Trustees'  Organizations  and  Arbor  Day. 

While  every  effort  will  be  put  forth  to  handle  the  subjects 
that  will  mean  the  most  to  the  greatest  number  of  edu- 
cational workers,  suggestions  from  teachers,  trustees  and 
patrons  of  the  public  schools  of  Montana  will  be  especially 
appreciated  for  the  next  and  for  each  succeeding  issue. 

HOME  CREDIT 

So  many  calls  for  Home  Credit  blanks  have  come  to  the 
State  Department  of  Education  that  a  suggestive  form  was 
drafted  and  sent  to  each  of  the  county  superintendents. 
The  teachers  that  have  tried  the  plan  are  very  enthusi- 
astic about  it  and  say  that  it  is  doing  much  to  secure  the 
co-operation  of  the  home  and  the  school.  The  blanks  can 
be  provided  very  cheaply  by  any  local  printer  and  can  be 
made  to  suit  the  needs  of  the  community  in  which  each 
school  is  located.  A  convenient  form  would  be  about  5x7 
inches.  Then,  if  those  using  the  Home  Credit  System  and 
those  who  adopt  it  now  or  at  a  later  date  will  report  to  the 
State  Department  of  Education  what  they  are  actually  do- 
ing, they  will  furnish  material  that  will  prove  of  much  in- 
terest to  all  educational  workers  in  the  state. 

Home  Credit  Blank  for  Montana  Schools. 

Name  of  School  .  

RULES. 

1.  Beginning  with  Sunday,  all  time  spent  by  pupils  in 
home  work  should  be  entered  in  the  proper  space. 

2.  Each  Monday  morning  a  slip  filled  out  the  previous 
week  should  be  returned  to  the  teacher.  The  slip  must  be 
signed  by  the  parent  or  guardian  as  an  assurance  that  a  cor- 
rect record  has  been  kept. 

3.  Any  work  not  listed  but  of  value  to  the  parents  may 
be  counted,  specifying  work  in  blank  spaces. 


A 


SCHOOL  BULLETIN. 


4.  Credit  for  five  minutes  a  day  will  be  allowed  for  each 
operation  listed  as  A,  B,  C,  D  and  E,  and  twenty  minutes 
for  attendance  at  Church  or  Sunday  School. 

5.  Ten  minutes'  work  earns  one  credit  and  for  every  100 
credits  pupils  earn  in  any  month  they  will  have  their  grades 
raised  one  per  cent  in  any  school  subject  they  choose. 

6.  No  child  is  obliged  to  enter  the  contest. 

This  form  is  suggested  by  the  State  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction,  Helena.  Montana : 


Record   of  -    

for  the  week  ending  .  191 


Min.  |Min.  |Mln. 
S.  1  M.    1  T. 

Min.|Min.|Min.|Min.| 
W.  1    T.  1    F.  1  S. 

Total 

1 

1 

1  1 

1 

1 



 1  

1 

1 

 1  

1 

 1  

1 

1 

8.  Sweeping   

1 

 I  

1 

 1  

1 

 1  

9  Dusting   

1 

1 

10     Bedroom  work   

1 

 1  

11  W^3,shing 



1 

 1  

1 

 1  

1 

 1  

1 

 1  

1 

1 

t 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

p].    Reading  Bible  with  father  or  mother. . . 

1 

F.    Attending  church  or  Sunday  School  

1 

1 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  record. 


Signature  of  parent  or  guardian. 
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PARENT-TEACHER  ORGANIZATIONS 


Haw  to  Organize. 

First  talk  the  matter  over  with  the  teacher  or  principal 
as  to  the  best  time  and  place  for  the  meeting.  Then  send 
notices,  giving  the  place,  date  and  time  of  the  meeting  to 
each  home  by  the  pupils,  have  it  published  in  the  papers  and 
announced  from  the  pulpits  of  the  various  churches. 

Get  local  musical,  literary  or  other  talent  that  will  aid  in 
securing  an  attendance.  When  the  time  comes  for  the 
opening,  one  of  those  issuing  the  call  should  call  the  meeting 
to  order  and  nominate  some  one  to  act  as  temporary  chair- 
man. When  elected,  the  temporary  chairman  should  preside 
and  a  temporary  secretary  should  be  elected.  Then  some 
one  should  make  a  motion  that  a  permanent  society  should 
be  formed,  and  after  this  resolution  is  passed,  a  committee 
should  be  appointed  to  prepare  the  constitution  and  by- 
laws, somewhat  like  the  following: 

CONSTITUTION. 
ARTICLE  I. 

This  Society  shall  be  called  the  Parent-Teacher  Association 
of  the.  -   School. 

ARTICLE  11. 

Its  object  shall  be  to  study  the  welfare  of  the  child  in  the 
home,  school  and  community  and  create  a  mutual  understand- 
ing between  parents  and  teachers  and  secure  their  co-opera- 
tion in  all  work  for  the  interest  of  the  children. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Anyone  interested  in  the  purpose  for  which  the  club  is 
organized  is  qualified  for  membership. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  officers  of  the  association  shall  be  a  president,  vice- 
president,  secretary  and  treasurer,  elected  annually  at  the 
 -  -  meeting  of  the  year. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  association  shall  be  held  on  

 —  afternoon  (or  evening)  of  each  month. 

Special  meetings  by  order  of     
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ARTICLE  VI. 

This  constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  annual  meeting 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  or  by  unanimous  vote  at  any  regular 
meeting  when  previous  notice  has  been  given. 

Questions  for  Discussion. 

School  Visitation.  The  Home  and  the  Newspaper,  What 
Constitutes  a  Good  Father,  Ventilation  and  Lighting,  The 
Value  of  Manual  Training,  Expression  or  Repression  of  In- 
dividuahty.  Where  Do  Our  Children  Spend  Their  Evenings? 
Supervision  of  Playgrounds,  Medical  Inspection  of  Pupils,  and 
Value  of  Domestic  Science. 

Unofficial  Report. 

(To  be  sent  to  Supt.  H.  A.  Davee,  Helena,  Montana.) 

Name  of  School  

Name  of  Teacher  or  Principal  

Address  of  Teacher  or  Principal  

When  was  Parent-Teacher  Association  organized?.—.   


Name  of  President  

Address  of  President     

Name  of  Secretary   

Address  of  Secretary...    

Date  of  meetings    

No.  of  meetings  held  since  Sept.  1,  1915 

What  good  work  has  been  done  

Plans  on  foot  for  more  good  work.  


SCHOOL  BULLETIN. 


7 


RURAL  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 

These  are  cuts  of  a  building  and  floor  plan  for  a  one- 
room  school  recommended  by  the  Minnesota  State  Depart- 
ment of  Education.  The  plans  for  this  building  were  pre- 
pared by  S.  A.  Challman,  Commissioner  of  School  Buildings 
of  the  University  of  Minnesota,  Minneapolis.  This  building  is 
designed  to  accommodate  35  children.  The  outside 
dimensions  are  30  feet  by  40  feet.    The  school  room  is  21 
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feet  by  30  feet.  It  makes  provision  for  fuel  room,  coat  room, 
and  library.  Our  deparment  hopes  eventually  to  be  able  to 
furnish  plans  and  specifications  for  several  styles  of  one- 
room  buildings.  At  the  present  time  we  are  able  to  furnish, 
through  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  plans 
and  specifications  for  a  building  to  cost  about  one  thousand 
dollars. 


STANDARDIZATION  OF  SCHOOLS 

.  Is  your  school  a  standard  school  ?  If  not,  what  require- 
ments of  the  score  sheet  have  been  met?  What  plans  are 
on  foot  to  bring  up  the  points  that  are  lacking?  Look  over 
the  list  of  points  on  which  all  schools  are  judged,  find  out 
just  what  you  have  and  what  you  need,  and  take  new  heart. 
What  others  have  done  you  can  do,  and  the  margin  of  25 
points  will  enable  you  to  follow  your  own  initiative  to  a  large 
extent  and  to  provide  the  things  that  are  especially  adapted 
to  your  school  and  your  community.  If  you  need  more 
score  sheets  your  county  superintendent  will  gladly  furnish 
them.  Until  July  1,  1916,  all  schools  will  be  judged  by  the 
rules  for  1915-1916.  After  that,  points  in  black  face  type 
will  be  absolute  and  all  others  optional. 

List  of  Points. 

I.  BUILDING. 

Fifteen  square  feet  of  floor  space  and  two  hundred  cubic 

feet  of  air  space  for  each  pupil. 
Ventilated  by  satisfactory  system. 
Ceiled  or  plastered  and  no  leaks. 

Paint  or  finish  outside  and  inside  in  first-class  condition. 
Vestibule  and  good  doors,  furnished  with  locks  and 
keys. 

No  broken  windows. 

Windows  one-seventh  of  floor  space. 

Windows  on  left  and  rear  of  pupils  only. 

Windows  well  supplied  with  good  shades. 

II.  EQUIPMENT. 

Patent  desks  of  at  least  three  sizes. 
Patent  desks,  if  single. 
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Teachers'  desk. 

Good  blackboard,  fitted  with  chalk  troughs,  suitable 

crayon  and  erasers,  at  least  16  linear  feet  per  room. 
Ample  equipment  for  primary  work. 
Library  approved  by  the  county  superintendent. 

Framed  pictures  on  the  wall. 

Suitable  dictionary,  maps,  globes,  charts,  weights,  meas- 
ures, and  other  appliances. 

Good  water  supply  and  covered  water  cooler,  with  spigot, 
and  individual  drinking  cups  or  sanitary  bubbler  and 
sanitary  towels. 

Buildings  and  equipment  clean  and  well  kept. 

United  States  Flag,  not  less  than  four  by  six  feet. 

Musical  instrument,  free  text-books,  teacherage,  and 
playground  equipment. 

III.  GROUNDS. 

Two  separate  sanitary  clostets  or  two  clean  ordinary 
privies. 

Fenced  playground  of  at  least  one  acre. 
Supervised  play  provided  for  (baseball,  basket-ball,  ten- 
nis, etc.). 
School  garden  or  trees. 
Condition  of  grounds. 

Suitable  supply  of  fuel,  and  shelter  for  fuel  and  horses. 

IV.  COMMUNITY  ACTIVITIES. 

Represented  in  corn-canning,  or  potato  club  at  county 
or  state  fair. 

Represented  by  other  exhibit  at  district,  county,  or  state 
fair. 

School  literary  society,  spelling  contest,  or  other  so- 
cial gathering  once  each  week  for  at  least  three 
months. 

Hot  lunch,  home-credit  work,  co-operation  with  other 
schools,  and  medical  inspection. 

V.  THE  SCHOOL. 

Full,  neat,  and  accurate  school  register. 

One  teacher  for  every  30  or  fewer  pupils  enrolled. 
All  teachers  with  first  or  higher  grade  certificates. 
Teachers  retained  for  second  year  or  longer. 
Daily  program  posted  in  room  and  followed. 
Teacher's  manual  on  desk. 
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School  visited  by  all  trustees. 

Homes  of  all  pupils  visited  by  teacher. 

Work  in  seed-testing,  school  savings  bank,  nature-study, 
sewing,  domestic  science,  manual  training,  current 
events,  original  work  by  teachers  or  pupils,  attendance 
averaging  90  per  cent  or  better,  and  special  programs 
for  special  days. 

VI.    OTHER  GOOD  POINTS. 


COUNTRY  LIFE  SUNDAY 

A  short  time  ago  a  letter  was  sent  out,  designating  Sun- 
day, May  7th,  as  Country  Life  Sunday  and  requesting  the 
pastors  and  people  of  churches  to  co-operate  with  the  pub- 
lic school  in  creating  sentiment  for  better  homes,  more  beau- 
tiful school  grounds  and  more  inspirational  church  surround- 
ings. Besides  preparing  a  sermon  or  a  program  that  in 
their  judgment  would  do  the  most  to  help  this  good  work, 
the  pastors  were  asked  to  extend  a  special  invitation  to  the 
teachers  and  pupils  to  attend  the  church  services  on  Sunday 
and  then  to  urge  their  people,  young  and  old,  to  return  the 
compliment  and  visit  the  public  schools  on  Arbor  Day  the 
following  Tuesday. 

It  is  hoped  that  every  teacher  and  every  religious  worker 
will  take  hold  of  this  matter  in  earnest,  for,  besides  empha- 
sizing the  importance  of  these  special  days,  the  right  kind 
of  co-operation  will  hasten  the  day  when  the  school  and  the 
church  and  the  home  will  be  working  hand  in  hand  for  the 
betterment  of  the  child. 

Up  to  this  time  the  only  criticism  that  has  been  made  was 
to  the  effect  that  it  would  be  a  little  hard  on  some  of  the 
pastors  of  city  churches  to  attempt  to  emphasize  country  life, 
but  when  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  Jesus  Christ 
taught  almost  exclusively  in  terms  of  the  country,  the  ob- 
jector waived  his  point. 

If  those  preparing  programs  will  send  a  copy  of  the  same 
to  the  State  Department  of  Education,  together  with  a  copy 
of  the  paper  in  which  the  meeting  has  been  reported,  it 
will  help  to  make  the  observance  of  these  special  days  more 
permanent  and  profitable. 
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MONTANA  STATE  FAIR 

As  the  premium  list  for  the  Montana  State  Fair  is  ar- 
ranged this  year,  no  county  educational  exhibit  can  be  at  its 
best  unless  each  and  every  school  in  that  county  does  its 
part.  Co-operation  is  the  keynote  of  the  system  and  every 
exhibit  intended  for  the  division  of  School  Exhibits  should 
be  finished  before  the  closing  of  the  spring  terms  of  school. 
The  essays  must  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Fair 
on  or  before  July  1,  1916,  and  the  county  superintendent 
should  be  notified  as  to  just  what  each  school  will  contribute 
to  the  educational  exhibit. 

The  list  of  exhibits  includes  something  that  any  school  can 
do,  and  the  records  made  the  past  two  years  by  even  the 
smallest  schools  in  the  state  should  encourage  everyone  to 
''Do  the  best  they  can  with  what  they  have." 

Premium  lists  can  be  secured  from  your  county  superinten- 
dent or  from  the  Secretary,  Pete  Snelson,  Helena,  Montana. 

COUNTY  TRUSTEES'  ASSOCIATIONS 

Among  the  many  good  things  planned  by  the  county  su- 
perintendents for  the  betterment  of  Montana  schools,  the 
movement  to  effect  a  regular  and  permanent  organization  of 
the  school  trustees  and  clerks  in  each  and  every  county  in 
the  state  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  helpful.  Heretofore 
a  number  of  meetings  of  trustees  were  held  in  connection 
with  institutes,  county  fairs,  etc.,  but  nothing  of  a  permanent 
nature  resulted.  The  plan,  carried  out  so  successfully  in  a 
number  of  counties  this  past  year,  provides  for  an  organiza- 
tion that  stands  on  its  own  merits  and  not  as  a  side  show 
to  some  other  meetings.  As  such  it  is  appealing  to  the 
trustees  in  such  a  way  that  it  will  be  but  a  question  of  a 
short  time  until  every  county  in  the  state  will  be  organ- 
ized. 

Plan  for  Meetings. 

The  thought  for  the  annual  meeting  is  to  have  it  at  the 
county  seat,  where  a  one-day  session  is  held  with  the  county 
superintendent  and  the  local  board  acting  as  hosts.  Op- 
portunity is  given  each  district  to  bring  up  and  discuss  the 
questions  that  most  vitally  concern  it,  and  the  day's  work 
is  concluded  with  a  dinner,  where  each  man  cares  for  the  ex- 
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pense  of  his  own  plate,  in  order  that .  no  financial  liability 
be  incurred.  Then  other  meetings  for  other  parts  of  the 
county  are  planned  from  time  to  time  in  order  to  give  the 
men  from  the  county  seat  a  chance  to  return  the  call  and  to 
prove  that  where  the  heart  is  right,  it  is  no  farther  from  the 
county  seat  to  the  most  remote  part  of  the  county  than  it  is 
from  the  remote  part  of  the  county  to  the  county  seat. 

Questions  for  Discussion. 

Among  the  questions  that  prove  the  most  profitable  for 
discussion  are:  ''What  size  of  school  district  is  most  effi- 
cient?" "How  can  a  more  equitable  basis  of  taxation  be  se- 
cured?" "How  can  a  good  teacher  be  secured  and  retained?" 
"What  is  the  most  satisfactory  way  of  caring  for  the  janitor 
work?"  "When  should  high  school  courses  be  provided?" 
"Manual  training,  sewing  and  agriculture  for  the  one- 
room  schools."  "School  house  plans  and  where  to  get  them." 
"Toilets,  sanitary  equipment,  etc.,"  and  "Are  the  schools  of 
this  county  run  with  the  thought  of  providing  the  best  pos- 
sible instruction  for  the  greatest  number  of  boys  and  girls?" 

Constitution. 

Though  the  constitution  can  be  made  to  suit  the  needs  of 
each  county,  a  simple  form  providing  for  the  usual  offices 
and  executive  committee  of  five  members  that  leaves  both 
the  "red  tape"  and  the  detail  to  be  worked  out  in  the  by- 
laws, where  they  really  belong,  is  proving  to  be  the  most 
satisfactory. 

Constitution  of  the  .County  Trustees'  Association. 

We,  the  trustees  of     County,  in  order 

to  increase  the  feeling  of  fellowship  among  ourselves,  awaken 
and  renew  interest  in  our  work  and  to  discuss  those  questions 
that  bear  on  school  betterment  and  school  efficiency,  do 
effect  this  organization. 

Art.  1.  This  association  shall  be  known  as  the  Trustees' 
Association  of  -   County. 

Art.  2.    Any  trustee  or  clerk  in..    county  is 

eligible  to  active  membership  in  this  association. 

Art.  3.  At  the  annual  meeting  each  year  there  shall  be 
elected  a  president,  vice-president  and  secretary. 

Art.  4.  There  shall  be  an  executive  committee  of  five, 
which  shall  consist  of  the  president,  vice-president,  secretary 
and  two  members  elected  by  the  association. 

Art.  5.  The  annual  meeting  of  this  association  shall  be  held 
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at  the  county  seat,  but  other  meetings  may  be  arranged  from 
time  to  time  at  such  places  as  the  executive  committee,  after 
consulting  with  the  county  superintendent  of  schools,  may 
deem  advisable. 

Art.  6.  In  all  questions  of  business  not  specified  in  this 
constitution,  this  association  shall  be  governed  by  Roberts' 
Rules  of  Order. 

Art.  7.  Amendments  to  this  constitution  must  be  pre- 
sented in  writing  and  must  receive  a  three-fourths  vote  of 
those  members  present  in  order  to  pass. 


ARBOR  DAY. 

The  Arbor  Day  Bulletin  is  being  prepared  by  State  For- 
ester John  C.  Van  Hook  and  will  be  supplied  to  all  schools 
through  the  county  superintendents. 


SUMMER  SCHOOLS. 

There  will  be  summer  schools  at  the  State  Normal  College 
at  Dillon,  the  State  University  at  Missoula,  and  the  State 
College  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts  at  Bozeman. 
These  schools  offer  a  splendid  opportunity  for  professional 
development  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  large  number  of  Montana 
teachers  will  attend.  The  round  trip  railroad  fare  above  $5 
will  be  refunded  to  all  residents  of  the  state  who  attend 
either  of  these  summer  schools.  Board  and  room  for  the  six 
weeks  will  cost  from  $30  to  $35.  One  thousand  Montana 
teachers  at  these  summer  schools  will  mean  one  thousand 
better  schools.  School  boards  ought  to  encourage  their 
teachers  to  attend  by  offering  an  increase  in  salary  or  some 
special  bonus.  Some  of  our  school  boards  do  this.  One  city 
gives  each  of  its  teachers  who  attends  summer  schools  $50, 
while  another  increases  the  salary  $5  per  month. 
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THE  FLAG. 

Is  the  flag  flying  over  your  school  house?  The  law  re- 
quires you  to  have  a  flag  not  less  than  four  by  six  feet 
displayed  every  day  of  good  weather.  It  is  my  opinion  that, 
in  addition  to  the  flag  displayed  over  the  school  house,  every 
school  room  should  have  a  flag  of  good  quality  and  of  a  size 
large  enough  to  be  used  for  decorative  purposes.  The  school 
should  cultivate  a  respect  and  reverence  for  this  beautiful 
emblem,  and  to  that  end  every  child  should  see  the  flag  in 
his  school  room  every  day.  He  should  know  something  of  its 
history  and  of  the  traditions  which  it  enshrines.  I  know  of 
no  better  way  of  teaching  a  large  and  important  period  of 
American  history  than  by  teaching  the  history  of  the  Stars 
and  Stripes. 


COLUMBIA  FLAG  SALUTE. 

Oh,  starry  flag!  from  heaven's  colors  born, 

To  light  the  way  of  liberty  for  men 

To  curb  the  tyrant,  break  the  slavish  chains 

And  sound  the  call  of  freedom  o'er  the  earth, 

Rise !    Rise !  on  heaven's  breeze  to  heaven's  dome 

Unfurl  thy  glorious  colors  in  the  sky  I 

Inspire  anew  in  every  heart  and  mind 

A  patriot  love  of  truth  and  home  and  native  land. 

— WM.  W.  EVANS. 


SCHOOL  BULLETIN. 
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YOUR  FLAG  AND  MY  FLAG. 


Your  flag  and  my  flag — 

And  how  it  flies  today! 
In  your  land  and  my  land 

And  half  the  world  away! 
Rose  red  and  blood-red 

The  stripes  forever  gleam; 
Snow-white  and  soul-white — 

The  good  forefathers'  dream; 
Sky-blue  and  true  blue,  with  stars  to  shine  aright — 
The  gloried  guidon  of  the  day,  a  shelter  through  the  night. 

Your  flag  and  my  flag — 

And  oh,  how  much  it  holds ! 
Your  land  and  my  land 

Secure  within  its  folds! 
Your  heart  and  my  heart 

Beat  quicker  at  the  sight — 
Sun-kissed  and  wind-tossed — 

Red  and  blue  and  white. 
The  one  flag — the  great  flag — the  flag  for  me  and  you, 
Glorified  all  else  beside — the  red  and  white  and  blue. 

Your  flag  and  my  flag — 

To  every  star  and  stripe 
The  drums  beat  as  hearts  beat. 

And  fifers  shrilly  pipe. 
Your  flag  and  my  flag — 

A  blessing  in  the  sky ! 
Your  hope  and  my  hope — 

It  never  hid  a  lie ! 
Home  land  and  far  land,  and  half  the  world  around. 
Old  Glory  hears  the  great  salute  and  flutters  to  the  sound. 
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SCHOOL  BULLETIN. 


YOU 

Please  write  a  letter  about  your  school  covering  the  points 
^^iven  below,  and  send  it  to  C.  W.  TENNEY,  Helena  Mon- 
tana : 

Name  of  school  and  number  of  the  district. 
Assessed  valuation  and  amount  of  special  levy. 
When  and  by  whom  organized. 
Description  or  photo  of  first  site  and  building. 
Description  or  photo  of  present  site  and  building. 
Description  of  present  equipment. 
Improvements  made  last  year. 

Plans  now  on  foot  for  improvements  this  coming  year. 
Grades  taught  and  number  of  pupils  in  each  grade 
Other  items  of  past,  present  or  future  interest. 
Points  still  lacking  for  standardization,  if  not  already 
wearing  the  name  plate. 


